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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed X N 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 17 August 2000 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) D Claim(s) 1 and 2 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed, 

6) D Claim(s) 1 and 2 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) P2 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) £3 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 8/17/2000 is/are: a)D accepted or b)^l objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
11 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 



1) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 
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ArtUnit:3624 



DETAILED ACTION 



1. This application has been reviewed. Original claims 1, and 2, are pending. The 
objections, and rejections cited are as stated below: 



2. This application is informal in the arrangement of the specification. The following 
guidelines illustrate the preferred layout and content for patent applications. These guidelines 
are suggested for the applicant's use. 

Arrangement of the Specification 

The following order or arrangement is preferred in framing the specification and, except 
for the reference to "Microfiche Appendix" and the drawings, each of the lettered items should 
appear in upper case, without underlining or bold type, as section headings. If no text follows 
the section heading, the phrase "Not Applicable" should follow the section heading: 

(a) Title of the Invention. 

(b) Cross-References to Related Applications. 

(c) Statement Regarding Federally Sponsored Research or Development. 

(d) Reference to a "Microfiche Appendix" (see 37 CFR 1.96). 

(e) Background of the Invention. 

1 . Field of the Invention. 

2. Description of the Related Art including information disclosed under 37 
CFR 1.97 and 1.98. 

(f) Brief Summary of the Invention. 

(g) Brief Description of the Several Views of the Drawing(s). 

(h) Detailed Description of the Invention. 

(I) Claim or Claims (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(j) Abstract of the Disclosure (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(k) Drawings. 

(1) Sequence Listing (see 37 CFR 1 .821-1 .825). 

Applicant is advised on how to arrange the content of the specification. 
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Content of Specification 

(a) Title of the Invention : See 37 CFR 1.72(a). The title of the invention should be 
placed at the top of the first page of the specification. It should be brief but 
technically accurate and descriptive, preferably from two to seven words. 

(b) Cross-References to Related Applications : See 37 CFR 1.78 and MPEP § 201.11. 

(c) Statement Regarding Federally Sponsored Research and Development : See MPEP 
§310. 

(d) Reference to a "Microfiche Appendix" : See 37CFR 1 .96© and MPEP § 608.05. 
The total number of microfiche and the total number frames should be specified. 

(e) Background of the Invention : The specification should set forth the Background 
of the Invention in two parts: 

(1 ) Field of the Invention : A statement of the field of art to which the 
invention pertains. This statement may include a paraphrasing of the 
applicable U.S. patent classification definitions of the subject matter of the 
claimed invention. This item may also be titled "Technical Field." 

(2) Description of the Related Art : A description of the related art known to 
the applicant and including, if applicable, references to specific related art 
and problems involved in the prior art which are solved by the applicant's 
invention. This item may also be titled "Background Art." 

(f) Brief Summary of the Invention : A brief summary or general statement of the 
invention as set forth in 37 CFR 1.73. The summary is separate and distinct from 
the abstract and is directed toward the invention rather than the disclosure as a 
whole. The summary may point out the advantages of the invention or how it 
solves problems previously existent in the prior art (and preferably indicated in 
the Background of the Invention). In chemical cases it should point out in general 
terms the utility of the invention. If possible, the nature and gist of the invention 
or the inventive concept should be set forth. Objects of the invention should be 
treated briefly and only to the extent that they contribute to an understanding of 
the invention. 



(g) Brief Description of the Several Views of the Drawing(s) : A reference to and 
brief description of the drawing(s) as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .74. 

(h) Detailed Description of the Invention : A description of the preferred 
embodiment(s) of the invention as required in 37 CFR 1.71. The description 
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should be as short and specific as is necessary to describe the invention 
adequately and accurately. This item may also be titled "Best Mode for Carrying 
Out the Invention." Where elements or groups of elements, compounds, and 
processes, which are conventional and generally widely known in the field of the 
invention described and their exact nature or type is not necessary for an 
understanding and use of the invention by a person skilled in the art, they should 
not be described in detail. However, where particularly complicated subject 
matter is involved or where the elements, compounds, or processes may not be 
commonly or widely known in the field, the specification should refer to another 
patent or readily available publication which adequately describes the subject 
matter. 

(i) Claim or Claims : See 37 CFR 1.75 and MPEP § 608.01(m). The claim or claims 
must commence on separate sheet. (37 CFR 1 .52(b)). Where a claim sets forth a 
plurality of elements or steps, each element or step of the claim should be 
separated by a line indentation. There may be plural indentations to further 
segregate subcombinations or related steps. 

(j) Abstract of the Disclosure : A brief narrative of the disclosure as a whole in a 
single paragraph of 250 words or less on a separate sheet following the claims. 

(k) Drawings : See 37 CFR 1.81, 1.83-1.85, and MPEP § 608.02. 

(1) Sequence Listing : See 37 CFR 1.821-1.825. 

I 



Specification 

3. Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the disclosure. 

A patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the patent and 
should include that which is new in the art to which the invention pertains. If the patent is of a 
basic nature, the entire technical disclosure may be new in the art, and the abstract should be 
directed to the entire disclosure. If the patent is in the nature of an improvement in an old 
apparatus, process, product, or composition, the abstract should include the technical disclosure 
of the improvement. In certain patents, particularly those for compounds and compositions, 
wherein the process for making and/or the use thereof are not obvious, the abstract should set 
forth a process for making and/or use thereof. If the new technical disclosure involves 
modifications or alternatives, the abstract should mention by way of example the preferred 
modification or alternative. 
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The abstract should not refer to purported merits or speculative applications of the 
invention and should not compare the invention with the prior art. 

Where applicable, the abstract should include the following: 

(1) if a machine or apparatus, its organization and operation; 

(2) if an article, its method of making; 

(3) if a chemical compound, its identity and use; 

(4) if a mixture, its ingredients; 

(5) if a process, the steps. 

Extensive mechanical and design details of apparatus should not be given. 

4. The abstract of the disclosure does not commence on a separate sheet in accordance with 
37 CFR 1.52(b)(1). A new abstract of the disclosure is required and must be presented on a 
separate sheet, apart from any other text. 

5. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: In 
particular, grammar such as capitalization and periods should be inserted. Correction is required. 
See MPEP§ 608.01(b). 

6. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Grammar in the disclosure has a mixture of capitalization and inconsistent use of periods. 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Drawings 

7. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(b) because they are incomplete. 37 

CFR 1.83(b) reads as follows: 

When the invention consists of an improvement on an old machine the drawing must when possible exhibit, in 
one or more views, the improved portion itself, disconnected from the old structure, and also in another view, so 
much only of the old structure as will suffice to show the connection of the invention therewith. 
Correction is required. 

8. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because they 
do not include reference numbers for the various components in each figure. 

Claim Objections 

9. Claim 1-2 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claims should be listed 
on a separate sheet. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

10. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

11. Claim 1, recites the limitation "the methodology" in line 1 . There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim 2, recites the limitation "these products" in line 1, and 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claims 1, and 2, are rejected as failing to define the invention in the manner required by 
35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph. 

The claim(s) are narrative in form and replete with indefinite and functional or 
operational language. The structure which goes to make up the device must be clearly and 
positively specified. The structure must be organized and correlated in such a manner as to 
present a complete operative device. The claim(s) must be in one sentence form only. Note the 
format of the claims in the patent(s) cited. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 2, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. In particular, the limitation "trading platform" renders the claim indefinite because, it 
is unclear what type of trading platform is being claimed. Also, the claim must be in one 
sentence form only, claim 2, is in two sentence form. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
12. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371© of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

13, Claim 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Levine et al 
(hereinafter Levine) US Patent 6,233,566. 

Claim 1, Levine discloses a system, method, and computer program product for online 
financial products trading, "Once an investor purchases or otherwise acquires a pool of loans, 
the loans may enter a fourth phase, referred to as a securitization phase. In securitization phase, 
the investor groups several pools of loans together into a larger pool, and uses them collectively 
as collateral to back securities (i.e., mortgage-backed securities such as bonds)" (column 3, line 
66 thru column 4, line 4). Referring to claim 2, "Different buyer companies create their own 
rules, according to their business model, that they use to minimize risks associated with 
purchasing loans" (column 9, lines 43-45). 

Conclusion 

14. An examination of this application reveals that applicant is unfamiliar with patent 
prosecution procedure. While an inventor may prosecute the application, lack of skill in this field 
usually acts as a liability in affording the maximum protection for the invention disclosed. 
Applicant is advised to secure the services of a registered patent attorney or agent to prosecute 
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the application, since the value of a patent is largely dependent upon skilled preparation and 
prosecution. The Office cannot aid in selecting an attorney or agent. 

15. Applicant is advised of the availability of the publication "Attorneys and Agents 
Registered to Practice Before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office." This publication is for sale 
by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402. 



16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stefano Karmis whose telephone number is (703) 305-8130. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on (703) 308-1065. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-7687 for regular 
communications and for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306-1 113. 



Respectfully Submitted 
Stefano Karmis 
March 10, 2003 



HANI M. KAZIM9 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



Attachment for PTO-948 (Rev. 03/01, or earlier) 

d/18/01 

The below text replaces the pre-printed text under the heading, 
"Information on How to Effect Drawing Changes, 1 * on the back 
of the PTO-948 (Rev. 03/01, or earlier) form. 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING CHANGES 



I. Correction of Informalities - 37 CFR 1 .85 

New corrected drawings must be filed with the changes incorporated therein 
Identifying indicia, if provided, should include the title of the invention, 
inventor's name, and application number, or docket number (if any) if an 
application number has not been assigned to the application. If this information is 
provided, it must be placed on the front of each sheet and centered within the top 
margin. If corrected drawings are required in a Notice of Allowability (PTOL- 
37). the new drawings MUST be filed within the THREE MONTH shortened 
statutory period set for reply in the Notice of Allowability Extensions of time 
may NOT be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a) or (b) for filing 
the corrected drawings after the mailing of a Notice of Allowability. The 
drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to 
the Official Draftsperson. 

2. Corrections other than Informalities Noted bv Draftsperson on form PTO- 
948. 

All changes to the drawings, other than informalities noted ^ (he Drarisperson. 
MUST be made in the same manner as above except that, normally, a highlighted 
(preferably red ink) sketch of the changes to be incorporated into the new 
drawings MUST be approved by the examiner before the application will be 
allowed No changes will be permitted to be made, other :iun correction of 
informalities, unless the examiner has approved the propose cnanacs 

Timing of Corrections 

Applicant is required to submit the drawing corrections within the 
time period set in the attached Office communication See 37 CFR 
1.85(a). 

Failure to take corrective action \uihm the set per., o will result in 
ABANDONMENT ofihe application 
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Revised Notice* 

AMENDMENTS MAY NOW BE SUBMITTED IN REVISED FORMAT 



The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) is permitting applicants to submit amendments in a revised 
format as set forth below. Further details of this practice are described in AMENDMENTS IN A REVISED FORMAT 
NOW PERMITTED, signed January 31, 2003, expected to be published in Official Gazette on February 25, 2003 
(Notice posted on the Office's web site at 

http://www.usDto.gov/web/offices/pac/daDD/QDla/preognotice/revamdtprac.htm ). The revised amendment 
format is essentially the same as the amendment format that the Office is considering adopting via a revision to 
37CFR 1.121 (Manner of Making Amendments). The revision to37CFR 1.121 (if adopted) will simplify amendment 
submission and improve file management. The Office plans to adopt such a revision to 37 CFR 1.121 by July of 2003, 
at which point compliance with revised 37 CFR 1.121 will be mandatory. 

Effective immediately, all applicants may submit amendments in reply to Office actions using the following format. 
Participants in the Office's electronic file wrapper prototype 1 receiving earlier notices of the revised practice may also 
employ the procedures set out below. 

REVISED FORMAT OF AMENDMENTS 

Begin on separate sheets: 

Each section of an Amendment (e.g., Claim Amendments, Specification Amendments, Drawing Amendments, and 
Remarks) should begin on a separate sheet. For example, in an amendment containing a.) introductory comments, b.) 
amendments to the claims, c.) amendments to the specification, and d.) remarks, each of these sections must begin on 
a separate sheet. This will facilitate the process of separately indexing and scanning of each part of an amendment 
document for placement in an electronic file wrapper. { 

Two versions of amended part(s) no longer required: 

The current requirement in 37 CFR 1.121(b) and (c) to provide two versions (a clean version and a marked up 
version) of each replacement paragraph, section or claim will be waived where an amendment is submitted in 
revised format below. The requirements for substitute specifications under 37 CFR 1.125 will be retained. 

A) Amendments to the claims: 

Each amendment document that includes a change to an existing claim, or submission of a new claim, must include a 
complete listing of all claims in the application. After each claim number, the status must be indicated in a 
parenthetical expression, and the text of each claim under examination (with markings to show current changes) must 
be presented. The listing will serve to replace all prior versions of the claims in the application. 

(1) The current status of all of the claims in the application, including any previously canceled or withdrawn 
claims, must be given. Status is indicated in a parenthetical expression following the claim number by one of 
the following: (original), (currently amended), (previously amended), (canceled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously added), (reinstated - formerly claim #_), (previously reinstated), (re-presented - formerly 
dependent claim or (previously re-presented). The text of all pending claims under examination must be 
submitted each time any claim is amended. Canceled and withdrawn claims should be indicated by only the 
claim number and status. 

(2) All claims being currently amended must be presented with markings to indicate the changes that have been 
made relative to the immediate prior version. The changes in any amended claim should be shown by 
strikethrough (for deleted matter) or underlining (for added matter). An accompanying clean version is not 
required and should not be presented. Only claims of the status "currently amended" will include markings. 

(3) The text of pending claims not being amended must be presented in clean version, i.e., without any markings. 
Any claim text presented in clean version will constitute an assertion that it has not been changed relative to 
the immediate prior version. 



1 The Office's Electronic File Wrapper prototype program is described in USPTO ANNOUNCES PROTOTYPE OF IMAGE 
PROCESSING, 1265 Off Gaz. Pat. Office 87 (Dec. 1 7, 2002) ("Prototype Announcement"), and applies only to Art Units 1634, 
2827 and 2834. 
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(4) A claim may be canceled by merely proving m imtmtom to cancel Ustkg a faM as canceled will 
constitute an instructioB to cancel, Any Ate added by amendment m^\»mOmmi»i^w^^m 

be underlined. a „ . t . . 

(5) All of the claims in each amendment paper must be presented in ascending numerical order. Consecdtwe 
canceled or withdrawn claims may be aggregated into one statement (e.g„ Claims I - 5 (cancel^ . 

Example oflM"g of chtima (use of the word "claim" before the claim number is optional): 

Claims 1-5 (canceled) 

Claim 6. (wit^dniwii) ;V ^ ... . r . — <<v ,r- ^ ;.. tV . ■ - . ^ : . . 

Claim 7 (preftiofc^ : ^ 

Claim 8(cu^ • ^ ."V* 7 V * 

Claim 9' (wi##AWfli> r «; *. ;";,r - ^V:. ; v- 4 ry.V-.;^ 4 ; :.: *- f - ' ; "? r - \ • 

Claim 10 (6n^inat): The bucket bfcfairii ^ with a w6oifen'Randle/ : ? / ; • V" : ' ; ? ; ' 



Claim 1 1 (canceled);, f ; v r «- , - . w' . vi; v. , ^.i. - '. ; .; • \ - > * 

Claim 12 (re-presented - formerly dependent claim 11) A black bucket with a wooden handle. 



Bfr Amendments to the specification: c . :. - - *r v^s, ■* »; ' : , 

Amendments to the specification m0^ be made r by presenting a replace section markedtup to show 

changes madb retefifore to? the immediate &® iemmpaaykgfclean versioa & not required' and should not 

be presented. If a substitute specifrcatka is bdng submitted to incorporate extensive amendments, both a clean # 
version (which will be entered) and a marked up wre^ per current 37 CFR L 125y 

O Amendments to drawing figarera> ^ - >. i ^, rr^. a :n:yr:::-r^:^ ; v ■ ' > z : ■ ■ 4 ^; 
Drawing changes must be made by presenting replacement figured wh ich incorporate thp des ired changes and which 
comply with § L84. An exp lanation ©f the changes made m^st, be presented in th^ remafo .section of the amendment. 
Any rep lacement drawing sheet must include all of the figures appearing on the imm^drate prior version of the sheet, 
even though only one figure may be amended. The figure or figure number of the amended drawing should not be 
labeled as "amended" If the changes tp the.drawing figure(s). are not a<?c?pted by t^exapiner v applicant wilt be 
notified of any required conrectrye aQtigf in.the next Office a0ipn H ; ^o fui%er ; Rawing -s,ubmiss ion will be required, 
unless applicant is notified. - ; * , c , , ^ s - v 



Any questions regarding the submission of amendments pursuant to the revised practice set forth in this flyer should 
be directed to the following legal advisors in the Office of Patent Legal Administration (OPLA): Elizabeth Dou^ierty 
fEtizabeth,Dou^ei1^ Gena Jones (Eu^eniaJones^spto,^ov) or Joe Narcavage 

(Joseph>Harcavage@uspto>,govi For information on the waiver or legal aspects of the prototype; please contact Jay 
Lucas aavXucas^uspto.govk SenkMi Legal Advisor (PCTLA) or Rob Clarke ([Itobe^Ctai^ . 
Legal Advisor (OPLA). Alternatively, further information may be obtained by calling OPLA at (703) 305-1616.* 



* Revised Notice: See Seo; E> for ctoges: refatittg co substitute speotfic^fonsc and Sec. C) for changes on replacen^t.drawing 
practice. H ■ . [ 
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Dear Patent Business Customer: 



The United States Patent and Trademark Office ("Office") is now permitting and encouraging : appiicarits 
to voluntarily submit amendments in a revised format asset forth in Amendments IN a Revised FORMAT V 

Now Permitted, Off Gaz. Pat. Office ^ (February. 25, ^ ? f . 

weh site at htt p://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/da^ 

revised format permits amendments to the specification and claims to be made in a single marked-up ') - rr ^ " 
version; the requirement for a clean version is (eliminated. Attached, you will find a r flyer .with, j^qirnatiOT 
and instructions regarding the procedures to be used to comply with the revised format. The flyers are 
being inserted with out-going Office actions mailed during the period of February 20, 2003 - March* 3 lv :: 
2003. A ,<:;:-{ .' 7lK -,v ~ * obw •! i;.;. r i il V^u- - ^r^b ^-.v^y.,, - ^^rrx:^i\ }.:: 

The revised amendment format is esstoMll^tKe^me'as tHe arhendmentTonriat for th^ s^ecificatibfi, ,L - ? ' 
claims, and drawings that the Office is considering adopting via a reyjsion;to 3/7 ; GFR : -1;121 (Manner of ; 
Making Amendments). The revision to 37 CFR 1.121 (if adopted) will simplify amendment submission 
and improve file management. This proposed revision and others necessary to facilitate^ gradual^ i.y ± :? zt: n -t* 
transition to the use of an Eleedxmic^^^ Notice of Proposed Rule.,, ui\ \, 

making (NPR), Expected to be publisheAby;March>2003; After consideratipnipf public cpmmentsv } the /* o l ■ : 
Office anticipates adopting a revision *o>§ 1. 121 • vfpllowing f :publication iOf.a Notice -of * Final Rule making; .v^vo 
(NFR), expected by June 2003; at which point, compliance ;with revised ,§Jv.i2J- will be mandatory. \ :U ; r *\ >v; 

The Office will continue to accept your amendment submissions in the revised fqimat-'dunng\ 
period, which will extend up to the effective; dkteof final revisions>to §vl ; l21u^The Office also encourages ■ 
your feedback on the proposed revised amendment format and 7 other changes set forth in the NPR, , . - 

expected' to be published Sy March' 20031' * • :V *^>^'--. -r'-iyr 1 •.• r .•:*'. .. ^ 

For assistance: Aiiy questiohs regarding pursuant to>thfc>revised practice 
should be directed to Office of Paterit'LegaF Administratidh (OPLA), Legal Advisors Elizabeth Dougherty : * r : 
( Elizabeth-Doughertyfghispto.g ov). Gena Jones flEu genia.Jonesfgiuspto.gov ^ or Joe NarcaVage 
( Joseph.Nareavage(g)uspto.g ovV Alternately, you may send e-mail to "Patent Practice", the OPLA e- 
mail address that has been established for receiving queries and questions about patent practice and 

procedures or telephone OPLA ait (7d3)'305-i 6 1(5. :V : l:t ' " { t]? ■' * 
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Nicholas P. Godici " " •' • ' " ' " '" r.- . ••• r!- 

Commissioner for Patents 



Attachment: Flyer entitled: Revised Notice* AMENDMENTS MA Y NOW BE SUBMITTED IN 
REVISED FORMAT 



